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Consolidated Practice Directions: Insertion of paragraphs 5A & 5B in PD 1.2.1. 

Practitioners are reminded that by operation of the Rules of the Supreme Court 1971 (WA) 

O 20 r 7(5), pleadings must be signed by counsel, if settled by counsel, and, if not, by the party’s 

solicitor or by the party, if the party sues or defends in person. 

Paragraphs 5A and 5B have been inserted into the Consolidated Practice Directions in the 

following terms.  

5A. The Rules require that every pleading must be signed by counsel, if settled by counsel, and, if 

not, by the party’s solicitor or by the party, if the party sues or defends in person:  O 20 r 7(5).  

Indorsing the pleading with the name of a law firm on the record will not satisfy this 

requirement.  If not settled by counsel, the practitioner who settled the pleading must be 

identified.  A practitioner who settles a pleading filed with the Court owes important duties to 

the Court in doing so and the practitioner’s signature is the confirmation that those duties have 

been fulfilled:  Unioil International Pty Ltd v Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu (No 2) 

(1997) 18 WAR 190, 193. 

5B If a pleading is presented for filing using the EDS, the requirements of O 67A r 4(7), as 

summarised at par 5 above, must be satisfied.  That is, the pleading: 

(a) must be signed before it is presented; 

(b) instead of the signed copy, a copy of the pleading, in .docx electronic format, that states 

the name of counsel, if settled by counsel, or, if not, the party’s solicitor or the party, if 

the party sues or defends in person, instead of showing the person’s signature, must be 

presented; and 

(c) the person filing the pleading must retain the signed copy of the pleading and produce 

the signed pleading if required to do so by the Court. 

The introduction of par 5A serves as a reminder that pleadings must be signed.  Paragraph 5B 

is intended to explain how the requirement is satisfied in the context of the Court’s electronic 

document system, as provided for in the RSC O 67A r 4(7). 

Failure to comply may result in the pleading not being accepted for filing.  Alternatively, a party 

may be asked to replace or re-file the pleading, or to produce the original, signed pleading to the 

Court. 
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